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 District of Metchosin

Minutes 

Healthy Community Advisory Select Committee Meeting
Tuesday, July 25, 2023, 2023 at 4:30 p.m.
Council Chamber, Municipal Hall

___________________________________

Present:
Councillor Sharie Epp, Shari Rourke (Chair), Sarah Anthony, Ted White, 

Jim MacPherson, Chris Pratt, Jane Hammond (recorder), Fire Chief Stephanie Dunlop

Regrets:
 Shannon Carman
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m.

1.
Agenda, Additions and Approval 
The agenda was approved with an addition under New Business:

Increasing Accessibility at the Pioneer Museum

2.
Introductions

· Chris Pratt, long time member of the Metchosin Heritage Advisory Committee
· Jim MacPherson, newly appointed to HCASC. Jim is a former member of the Metchosin Agricultural and Environment Advisory Committees, past president, Metchosin Museum Society, and current Metchosin Community Association board member
3.
Public Participation
Tamara Ballard noted that the June 20, 2023 minutes should indicate Shari Rourke as Chair of HCASC. The list of members on the District website needs updating to show current committee members and the new chair. 
4.
Adoption of Minutes
Moved and Seconded by Sarah A. and Ted W. that the Committee approve the minutes of the Healthy Community Advisory Select Committee meeting held on June 20, 2023 as amended.

Carried
5.
Business Arising from the Minutes
a) Incorporating Heritage Matters into Committee Terms of Reference
Chris Pratt, remaining member, Metchosin Heritage Advisory Select Committee (MHASC), reported on previous committee’s activities and thoughts for the future:

· Initiatives identified heritage homes, buildings, and trees. A Canada 150th project produced a pictorial book, Pioneer Farms in Metchosin

· Committee maintained connections with the provincial government to promote heritage matters

· Future ideas: to list ‘heritage viewpoints’ and acknowledge and protect important indigenous sites, perhaps something for PTASC to consider

It was noted that the Metchosin Museum Society is its own entity and involves many community volunteers. There are distinct differences in the scopes of the Heritage and the Healthy Community committees and members indicated the preference of keeping efforts focused on health and wellness aspects of the community at this time. 

Moved and Seconded by Sarah A. and Ted W. that the Committee does not recommend incorporating Heritage matters into the HCASC’s terms of reference.  

                          
Carried

b) Dark Sky Update  
Ted reported that he is researching studies on the impacts of modern and intensity of artificial lighting as it affects human health and the environment. There is potential opportunity for HCASC and MEASC to collaborate on this topic.

In the interim, to increase public awareness, Ted (not representing HCASC) will consider submitting an article for the Metchosin Muse, providing information at Metchosin Community Day, and possibly arranging a guest speaker event. 

6.
New Business

a) Poverty Reduction Subcommittee
Following Council’s recommendation, July 17, 2023, a subcommittee will work with Fire Chief Dunlop to identify issues and gather information towards a local Poverty Reduction Plan to support people in the community living in poverty. 
· BC grant of $25,000 has been received as a Planning Grant
· Committee to oversee hiring Project Consultant and review outcomes of planning process 
Moved and Seconded by Sharie E. and Ted W. that the Committee strike a Poverty Reduction subcommittee to work in conjunction with Fire Chief Dunlop for the development of a local Poverty Reduction Plan. Sarah A. and Jim M. appointed to the subcommittee.
Carried
b) Health and Safety Training Opportunities

Following Council’s recommendation, July 17, 2023, a subcommittee will work with Fire Chief Dunlop to hold public education and training sessions to increase health and safety in the community. For example:

· Administering Naloxone workshop
· Increase awareness of persons experiencing homelessness and mental health issues
· Understand issues relating to poverty and people in crisis
· What options and resources exist

Moved and Seconded by Shari R. and Ted W. that the Committee strike a Health and Safety subcommittee to work in conjunction with Fire Chief Dunlop in planning public education and training sessions to increase health and safety in the community. Shari R. and Sharie E. appointed to the subcommittee.

Carried
c) Housing – Role of HCASC
Committee comments:
· All residents of Metchosin should have safe housing
· Poverty Reduction Plan should cover all aspects of affordable living
d) Sc’ianew Liaison

Krista Johnny plans to join the Committee as a liaison from Beecher Bay community.
e) Metchosin Census Data

Census data from 2021 has been made available. Shari R will review and present a more simplified form to help understand trends in the community. 

f) Increasing Accessibility at the Pioneer Museum
More discussion ensued regarding addressing accessible issues in the community, as well as the Pioneer Museum. There is a grant available from SPARC ($25,000) which may be accessed. Project ideas should be forwarded to Fire Chief Dunlop.
7.
Adjournment and Next Meeting Date
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

